
PICTURE ROCK
It’s no mystery why this unusual stone is called 
Picture Rock. Scenes of hills & valleys, deserts, sand 
dunes, cactus, trees, cloudy skies, and even sea-
scapes can be found in the patterns of this Picture 
Rock from the Kalahari Desert. Bands of harder dark 
Sandstone containing higher percentages of Iron 
and Silica form the patterns on a background of 
yellow Sandstone. Notice that the dark lines which 
form the patterns are slightly raised. This is because 
the stone in those layers is slightly harder than the 
yellow Sandstone and is not ground away easily.
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