
CARNELIAN
Carnelian is a red or orange-red variety of 
Chalcedony. The pieces showing alternat-
ing bands of orange and white are correctly 
called Sardonyx. Carnelian and Sardonyx have 
been much used since ancient times for beads, 
jewelry, carvings and other ornamental objects. 
The name Carnelian comes from the Latin word 
‘Caro’ for “flesh” because of its reddish color. 
Sardonyx is a birthstone for August.
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