
WEST VIRGINIA FERN FOSSIL

Before the Age of the Dinosaurs the area 
that is now West Virginia was covered by 
vast swamps where tree ferns grew as tall as 
90 feet before toppling into the swamp to 
become fossils. Today we find these remains in 
shale or sandstone beside the coal seams for 
which West Virginia is famous. Most of these 
fossils are the fern-like leaves but a few are 
portions of the stems. 
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