
FOSSIL ORTHOCERAS
The warm waters of Earth 300-400 years ago were 
full of strange sea creatures like this fossil squid 
whose name Orthoceras means “straight horn”. 
When these squid died their soft parts such as the 
tentacles were eaten by scavengers of Earth’s 
primitive seas, but their calcium rich shells re-
mained to become fossils. These can be polished 
to show the shell’s delicate structure.
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