
OPTICAL CALCITE
Calcite is a very common mineral composed 
mainly of Calcium Carbonate. Optical Calcite 
has a rhombohedral crystal structure and is 
colorless and transparent. It is used in making 
optical instruments, particularly polarizing mi-
croscopes. Optical Calcite possesses the unique 
ability to split one ray of light into two, otherwise 
know as “double refraction”. An object viewed 
through this crystal will be seen doubled.
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